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and liver, or lungs and heart, and so on, they ought to hold
good at each and every period of life, from youth to age.    A
detailed account, therefore, of all the factors at every stage of
their evolution, even if it were possible, would be superfluous ;
it is practically sufficient if, as in geology, on sinking .1 shaft
here and there into different quarters of the field, the results
are  found to   correspond   to   the   law  or   laws  laid  down,
History, that is to say, though an admirable handmaiden, and
even a necessary instrument of investigation^ is of but secondary
and subordinate importance as a standard of interpretation, and
must give way to more direct methods of insight and penetra-
tion.    But in investigations into the laws which determine the
evolution  of any single factor,  on the contrary*  and  more
especially of the intellectual factor with which we are here
about to deal, an exact knowledge of historical sequences Is of
the very essence of proof; just as in physiology, again, where
the laws regulating the evolution of any particular organ, as
of the eye, say, are to be determined, they can be demonstrated
only by a detailed exhibition of the stages passed through by
that organ from the  embryo onwards*    The  main  question
therefore which concerns us here is whether there is at hand
a sufficient body of facts bearing on the history of intellectual
development, to justify the attempt to reduce them to Bcientific
laws,  or to   serve as proof of the truth and   sufficiency of
these laws when found.   The answer will, I am convinced, be
given by most competent authorities in the affirmative,    For
by the patient labours of generations of students who have
devoted their lives to these subjects, the main facts of Greek
and Hindoo Thought, of Grace-Roman Paganism, of Hebrew
Religion   and   Morality, of   Early Christian   Doctrine   and
Practice,   have   been   successfully   disinterred,   freed   from
obscurities and foreign adhesions, marshalled in logical order,
and placed before the reader in their true sequences aiul
relations.   And yet, as with the cataloguing of the planets
and stars before the law of gravitation was discovered; or the